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The year 2000 marked the beginning of a new role and a new vision 
for DELNET. From its formative years since 1988 to this date DELNET 
has grown to serve the information seekers from any part of the world 
through the member-libraries of DELNET. DELNETs growing role outside 
Delhi necessitated the making of a slight amendment in its name while 
its objectives and rules and regulations remained the same. On September 
13, 2000 the name was changed from Delhi Library Network (DELNET) 
to DELNET - Developing Library Network. Thus the year 2000 marked 
for DELNET a paradigm shift, in the expansion of its scope from a city 
network to a network without any limitations of borders, serving the users 
anywhere in the world. 

Departments and Divisions 

The growing changes taking place in information technology 
applications in libraries in the world, especially with regard to the collection, 
processing and accessing of information and the progressive outlook of 
DELNET, it was considered necessary to approve the establishment of 
various departments and divisions in DELNET in principle, even though 
DELNET did not have enough financial resources at this stage to undertake 
such an exercise. It was felt that various experts in the country who were 
working at different member institutions of DELNET could be associated 
as Advisers and it was not necessary that they worked in DELNET itself. 
It was hoped that the classification of work into several departments and 
divisions would streamline the working of DELNET and help in introducing 
new activities that were vital to the efficient functioning of a library network. 
The Governing Board approved in principle the establishing of the following 
departments and divisions in due course of time: 

1. Administration Department 
1.1 General Administration Division 

1.2 Accounts Division 

2. Network Development and Operations Department 
2.1 Planning and Coordination Division 
2.2 Network Systems Division 
2.3 ILL Research Division 
2.4 Network Communications Division 
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3. Contents Management Department 
3.1 Union Catalogues and Bibliographic Databases Division 
3.2 Full Text Databases Division 
3.3 Contents Management and Image Control Division 
3.4 Multimedia Division 
3.5 Internet Resources Division 

4. Resource Sharing Department 
4.1 National Cooperation Division 
4.2 International Cooperation Division 
4.3 ILL Operations Division 
4.4 Publicity and Survey Division 
4.5 Users' Support Division 

5. Software Research Department 

6. Training and Publications Department 

7. Retro-conversion Department 

Membership 

The membership of DELNET has grown from 153 on March 31, 
2000 to 233 on March 31, 2001. There has been a greater addition of 
institutions from outside Delhi. The All India Council of Technical Education 
have agreed to support 215 technical colleges to join DELNET. Upto March 
31, 2001, 29 colleges had already applied for the same. Also, the Indira 
Gandhi National Open University enrolled its 22 Regional Centres as members 
of DELNET. The detailed breakup of membership is given in Appendix I. 

Finance 

The financial support from the National Informatics Centre ( NIC), 
Ministry of Information Technology, Government of India has been of 
major help to DELNET. While NIC provided a grant of Rs. 11,86,520 
during 1999-2000, we received only Rs. 8,91,000 for 2000-2001. The 
amount sanctioned was much lower than the sum requested by DELNET 
and also less than the previous year. We are grateful to Dr. N. Vijayaditya, 
Acting Director-General, NIC who continued to support DELNET. 

DELNET has been depending upon the annual membership fee as a 
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support to run our services. Though we charge a nominal membership fee 
of Rs. 7,500 per year compared with the services offered, including access 
to more than one million bibliographic resources with holdings, yet any 
increase in financial resources through membership is directly linked to the 
increase in the institutional membership of DELNET. We hope that 
membership will increase in future and we will be able to sustain our 
activities. 

Network Development and Operations 

As the number of libraries accessing DELNET from outside increased 
it became necessary to provide fast access to DELNET databases through 
the Web. In 1999 a new high speed server Wipro ACER Altos 9100B 
system was installed which has a capacity of 10GB HDD and 256 MB RAM 
along with a new SCO UnixWare 7.01 operating system in order to provide 
faster and efficient accessibility. This facility needed to be further upgraded 
and the services needed to be provided through the Web. 

BASIS Web Server 

BASIS Web Server software was provided by NIC for making Web-
based operations possible. Owing to the lack of appropriate hardware, 
we could not get DELNET databases ported on to the Web. Orders were 
placed for the purchase of a high speed server. The server has just been 
received and soon the services will be made available to the member-
libraries through the World Wide Web. The development work for the 
creation of Web-based catalogues is due for completion soon. 

Network Communications 

The 64 kbps R.F. linkage through NIC has been working very well 
indeed. Also, 10 telephone lines are being used for dialup access for local 
libraries. Many libraries in Delhi have also been accessing through the telnet 
facility. In order to improve access to DELNET databases, a request was 
made to NIC to provide collocation facilities at NIC for hosting Web-
enabled DELNET databases. We hope that the collocation of the DELNET 
server at NIC will be operational soon. 

The use of electronic mail through DELNET is progressing well. The 
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facility for uploading and downloading of application files like MS-Word, 

JPG, GIF was also introduced in the E-mail facility provided by DELNET. 

Contents Management 

The Standards 

When we began database creation work in 1988, the participating 
libraries were introduced to Common Communications Format (CCF) because 
CDS/ISIS, which supported CCF, was freely distributed by NISSAT at that 
time. Over the years it was realised that CCF records could not form part 
of a major global resource, as for instance the 38,000 member-libraries of 
OCLC use MARC or MARC compatible formats. Since 1998 DELNET has 
been promoting the use of MARC, AACRII, LCSH and DDC, the standards 
that are globally acceptable. We hope that our member-libraries that join 
DELNET will use these standards. We will, however, see how CCF records 
could be upgraded to MARC standards in future. 

The use of MARC 21 has been approved by UGC for the academic 
libraries and the Department of Culture has introduced UNIMARC format. 
As conversion programmes from MARC to UNIMARC and from UNIMARC 
to MARC are available, the use of MARC compatible formats in India will 
improve the standards of catalogue records being created by libraries. 

Union Catalogues and Bibliographic Databases 

The union catalogues and databases being created by DELNET have 
been regularly growing in size. The 'Union Catalogue of Books: CCF has 
grown from 6,33,786 records to 8,26,514 records during the last year. The 
'Union Catalogue of Books : MARC has also grown from 16,965 records 
to 27,231 records during the last year. In the 'Union List of Serials' the 
efforts were made to add Web addresses wherever possible. The 'Union 
Catalogue of Periodicals' stands at 10,599 records. While we would like the 
libraries to send the holdings details of their periodicals, we do not get them. 
However, we hope that the member-libraries will appreciate the importance 
of the information about the back volumes of the periodicals and they will 
begin to send the holdings data. 

The database of periodical articles has shot up to 1,96,789 records. 

Here also we wish the libraries to send us the copies of articles databases 
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so that we can add the information to this database which is growing as 
a useful resource. The other databases where there has been a sizable 
increase in the record size have been 'CD-ROM Database', 'Union List of 
Video Recordings', 'Union List of Sound Recordings' and the 'Database of 
Theses and Dissertations'. The size of the database of theses and dissertations 
has shot up from 612 records to 16,587 records during the last year. The 
statistics of all the databases has been given in Appendix II. 

A special drive was launched to collect data from libraries outside 
Delhi. DELNET representatives visited the member-libraries outside Delhi 
including Indian Institute of Management, Central Drug Research Institute, 
and Industrial Toxicology Research Centre at Lucknow; Mohanlal Sukhadia 
University at Udaipur; Indian Institute of Advanced Studies and Central 
Potato Research Institute, at Shimla, and Institute of Microbial Technology, 
Punjab University, and Centre for Research in Rural and Industrial 
Development at Chandigarh. Data in machine readable form was collected 
from these institutions for merging in the union catalogues. Also, the 
representatives gave online demos to DELNET databases at these institutions 
through INTERNET. 

Full Text Databases 

It is essential to develop full text databases so that the users could 
have access to the document in the digital form. The advantages of 
maintaining full text digital documents are becoming increasingly more 
comprehensible and it is estimated that within a period of a few years a 
substantial amount of important literature will be available in the digital 
form. 

Indian Digital Library Initiative (IDLl) 

The efficiency of the global information infrastructure will greatly 
depend in future on the efficiency of the information structures each country 
develops for capturing, processing, storing and dissemination of digital 
information. Also the progress of each country will greatly depend upon 
how freely a country has access to relevant global information and knowledge. 
Digital information is a resource which can be used by any number of 
persons in the world simultaneously with the help of better computer and 
communication facilities. 

New digital capabilities will enable networks to reach out to new 
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users which will trigger a demand for new services throughout the world. 
Library Networks have to be part of the revolution that is shaping the 
methods of research and teaching. The social and economic impact of 
digital libraries is going to be unprecedented. The creation, conversion, 
storage and use of digital information will transform national and global 
economies and leave an unprecedented impact on the cultures. 

In order to create appropriate digital resources of information and 
knowledge, we need the infrastructure both for creating new works and 
documents in the digital form and also for converting the old works of 
excellence into the digital form. DELNET is committed to seeing how it will 
offer access to researchers and users who are interested in the information 
available in books, journals, manuscripts, etc. available in the libraries, 
archives, museums and private collections. 

DELNET and ERNET considered that information technology needed 
to be applied at the earliest in the area of full text publications as it would 
help our researchers, scholars and users and the country could save a great 
deal of human effort in locating and searching of documents. Also, it was 
considered that the users outside India would get to know the rich heritage 
India possessed and the contributions India was making in science, 
technology and its development. 

The project for the preparation of the feasibility report was sanctioned 
by the Ministry of Information Technology, Government of India in 
December 2000 and we began work on the project immediately. We received 
inputs from a number of experts, prominent among them being Dr. N. 
Chandrasekharan, Pro-VC, Manipal International Institute of Information 
Technology, Bangalore, Prof. R. Satyanarayana and Mr. Sanjay Goel. We 
are indeed grateful to them. We are likely to submit the Feasibility Report 
to the Ministry of Information Technology, Government of India by April 
2001. 

Newspaper Library in Digital Form 

It has been observed that each journalist maintains his or her clippings 
on a regular basis in addition to the clippings maintained by the newspaper 
offices. As a result, a great deal of duplication takes place. DELNET is 
arranging a meeting of editors of newspapers and is offering to maintain a 
digital version of the clippings of features, articles and editorials which 
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would be accessible to the journalists of newspapers participating in the 
programme. We hope that the newspaper managements will support this 
project and reduce duplication that occurs in this field. This full text database 
of newspaper clippings could become a major resource for research and 
reference. 

National Cooperation 

State/Regional Centres 

In order to streamline the working of DELNET in different parts of 

India the Board approved the establishment of State Centres and Regional 

Centres of DELNET periodically. It was also considered that any institution 

that was selected to work as a State Centre or a Regional Centre be paid 

10 per cent of the Membership Fee for the first ten years against each 

institution that joins through the State/Regional Centre. Against such 

institutions that are enrolled through Membership Consultants in a State/ 

Region where a Regional Centre exists or is established later, the Director 

was authorised to give suitable incentives to State/Regional Centres. 

Membership Consultants 

The Board approved that DELNET may enroll Membership Consultants 
in India and outside India who would help libraries to join DELNET. It was 
recommended that each Membership Consultant be paid for the first year 
10 per cent of the Membership Fee which was received from an institution 
enrolled by the Membership Consultant. It was also approved that the 
Membership Consultant be given for the subsequent ten years 5 per cent 
of the Membership Fee received per year from the institution that was 
enrolled by the Consultant. As a result, each Membership Consultant would 
be paid for eleven years: 10 per cent of the Membership Fee for the first 
year and 5 per cent of it for the subsequent ten years against each institution 
admitted by a Membership Consultant. 

Modernisation of Oriental Libraries 

In order to promote the modernisation of Oriental Libraries, a meeting 
of the heads of the Oriental Libraries was arranged on June 5, 2000 it; 
which the experts from Aligarh, Rampur, Patna, Delhi, Mumbai and Andhra 
Pradesh participated. The minutes of the meeting were sent to the Secretary, 
Department of Culture for necessary action. DELNET was willing to assist 
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the Department of Culture in the modernisation of the Oriental Libraries 
under the Department. 

AICTE Project 

The All India Council of Technical Education and DELNET arrived 
at an understanding for the networking of technical institutes affiliated to 
AICTE. Initially, AICTE has agreed to pay the admission fee and membership 
fees for 215 Government supported technical institutes provided each 
institution accepts to join DELNET. Acceptances from 29 institutes were 
received upto March 31, 2001. More institutions are likely to join to get 
networked through DELNET during the following year. 

Promotion of ENVIS 

DELNET undertook the promotional work of the Environment 
Information Service (ENVIS) with the support of the Ministry of Environment 
& Forests, Government of India. We have already contacted all the members 
of ENVIS and have started receiving feedback from the institutions for this 
purpose. We hope that in the following year we will be able to execute the 
project fully. 

International Cooperation 

In order to promote DELNET services outside India, the first step 
DELNET took was to maintain the same fee structure as applicable to the 
libraries in India for joining DELNET for the libraries in other SAARC 
countries. As a result, a few libraries from Nepal and Sri Lanka have 
already joined DELNET. 

To promote the use of libraries outside SAARC the fee structure has 
been kept low. The charge is $ 100 as admission and $ 500 as the annual 
fee. Four libraries from the U.S.A, the Philippines and Oman have joined 
so far. 

ILL Operations 

Delivery of documents and photocopies of documents is a regular 
activity of DELNET. This is increasing as the membership rises. This 
service is provided for specially identified items by the users through our 
online facilities. Requests are received from member-libraries and even 
non-member libraries make requests periodically, 

10 



Keeping the objectives of DELNET in mind a manual for streamlining 
interlibrary loan transactions within India and outside India an ILL Manual 
was compiled. It has been circulated among member-libraries for their 
suggestions. As soon as their views are received, the final version will be 
printed and made available to all member-libraries for compliance. 

Publicity and Survey 

In order to reach out to users in the country and outside, a poster 
was designed and is being circulated among the member-libraries and non-
member prominent institutions in the country. We hope that this will promote 
the use of DELNET databases and services and as a result, membership will 
further increase. 

Users' Support 

In order to promote services to researchers efforts are being made 
to make Articles Database accessible by researchers, at a nominal charge. 
It is likely that this service will be introduced next year if access to DELNET 
databases becomes available at a high speed. 

Software Development 

The work on DEL-WINDOWS, the library management version, got 
delayed as the software programmer working on it resigned and left the 
work midway. The software needed improvements to be made. New staff 
was appointed and a number of changes were being made in the software. 
The software was renamed DELPLUS. The software would be used for 
the creation of MARC records of books and is in process of preparation. 
The software was demonstrated at the National Convention on Library and 
Information Networking (NACLIN 2000) at IIT, Madras in December 2000. 

The software is being given to a few institutions for testing purposes. 

The work on DEL-MARC, the library management software for big 
libraries has also been progressing well. The work related to books was 
mostly completed. Work on introducing additional features is continuing. 
This software was also demonstrated at IIT, Madras during NACLIN 2000 
and is being tested at the India International Centre Library. 

It was decided that as a general practice, DELNET will not sell the 
software but give it to the member-libraries at a reduced rate. 

11 



National Convention and Training Programmes 

NACLIN 2000 

The Third National Convention on Library and Information Networking 
(NACLIN 2000) was arranged at the Indian Institute of Technology, Madras 
from December 24-25, 2000 with tutorials on December 22-23,2000. The 
convention was inaugurated by Prof. R. Natarajan, Director, IIT Madras. 
Dr. Natarajan was of the opinion that there was an imperative need to 
develop a knowledge base for industry and business. He observed that the 
growth of the intellectual capital was a must in this day and age. Director, 
DELNET provided an overview of the condition of libraries in India and 
emphasised that a vision statement had to be such that users were able to 
access any document at any time in any language. This too at a low cost. 
He referred to the importance of using global standards that were being 
promoted by DELNET. He maintained that the modernisation of libraries 
and networking of libraries for resource sharing were two major issues 
concerning the libraries these days and there was need to provide the 
necessary know-how to the concerned authorities in this regard. It was 
considered that every library needed to have INTERNET access with a 
graphical interface with a sufficient bandwidth to be able to access information 
on the INTERNET. The importance of acquiring documents in the digital 
form was also stressed. 

The National Convention was started with the holding of tutorials 
on MARC Format, Web Publishing, CD-ROM Networking and Library 
Resources on the Internet. The main convention was divided into ten sessions 
that covered a variety of important subjects such as 'Managing Knowledge', 
'Managing Digital Libraries', 'Information Support Services for Industries', 
'Sharing of Information Resources', 'Software Development and Networking', 
' Manpower Needs of Hybrid Libraries', 'Electronic Journals', 'Communication 
Technology' and the 'Application of Bar-code Technology in Library and 
Information Centres'. Well-known experts were invited to present papers, 
give the key-note address and chair sessions. The sessions were followed 
by a panel discussion on 'Networking Knowledge for Sustainable 
Development'. The valedictory address was delivered by Dr. K. Ananda 
Kannan, Vice-Chancellor, Dr. M. G. R. Medical University and the Presidential 
Address was delivered by Prof. C. R. Muthukrishnan. Over 100 participants 
from different parts of the country participated in the National Convention. 
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For the first time we had participants from outside India. The library 
professionals from UNICEF, Nepal and Bangladesh and International Rice 
Research Institute, Philippines participated. A paperback edition of NACLIN 
2000 and a Souvenir were published. The hardcover edition of the proceedings 
was also published soon after the National Convention. 

Training Programmes/Lectures 

The following training programmes were organised last year: 

On 3rd May 2000 a lecture on 'National Libraries in a Global 
Perspective: The Role of the Library of Congress' was given by Dr. Allen 
W. Thrasher, Senior Reference Librarian for South Asia, Library of Congress. 
Dr. R. V. Vaidyanatha Ayyar presided over the programme. 

A training programme for library and information professionals on 
exploring INTERNET and its applications, Website creation, design and 
hosting was organised on May 11-12, 2000 at IIC, New Delhi. About 30 
professionals attended the training programme. 

Online access to DELNET databases and a demonstration of 
DELNET software was arranged for the participants of CABI Workshop 
on Library Networking. The workshop was conducted by Ms. Maureen 
Mahoney of CABI in collaboration with the Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research. The participants belonged to the libraries specialising in agriculture 
resources in India during June 2000. 

DELNET organised a two-day training programme on IT Applications 
in Libraries from October 3-5, 2000 at the University of Roorkee. More 
than 30 library and information science professionals from various institutions 
participated. The topics covered included the creation of MARC records, 
CD-ROM searching, INTERNET and Web page designing and hosting. 
Ms. Sangeeta Kaul, Network Manager coordinated the training programme 
on behalf of DELNET 

DELNET also organised a lecture by Dr. Akhtar Ahsen in collabora­
tion with ICSSR and IIC on the Theory of Knowledge Concerning the 
Contemporary World and its Futuristic Orientation. Dr. N. Vijayaditya pre­
sided over the programme. Dr. Ahsen gave a psychological interpretation of 
the theory of knowledge. 

Dr. V. S. Arunachalam, Distinguished Service Professor, the Robotics 
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Institute, Carnegie Mellon University delivered the Third DELNET Annual 
Lecture on Information Technology: Is it a True Industrial Revolution? Dr. 
S. Varadarajan presided over the programme. 

Dr, Arunachalam began with analysing the role played by industrial' 
revolutions in human history. He noted that the changes had been technology 
driven and they had been altering our society for the better. After the 
incubation time the innovations affected everyday life and the products 
opened new commercial opportunities. He referred to the spectacular growth 
the information technology had displayed during the past two decades. He 
mentioned the current technologies and said that the technologies involved 
in the 'IT revolution were the computers and their processing power, the 
size of the electronic memory and the growing communication channels. 
He referred to the Moor's Law, which claimed that the computing power 
doubled every eighteen months, and said that the law had been dwarfed 
by the fact that the memory was doubling every year, and the bandwidth 
doubling every nine months. He maintained that the argument that the IT 
would replace the brainpower by machine power was naive. However he 
affirmed that it was possible to have the entire library of books, music 
and art works digitised and contained in a few terabytes of electronic 
memory. He was hopeful that the technology would not be limited by a lack 
of applications. The applications would be there and it would leave a major 
impact on economic growth. There had been perceivable economic gains 
due to IT, but it was not certain to what extent IT could alter economic 
growth. He felt that there was some mismatch in hardware and software 
capabilities at this stage and it was possible to overcome this with improved 
global communications and the availability of large bandwidth, as it would 
help in employing a global force of human power to develop a veritable 
compendium of software for all possible applications. He concluded with 
the statement that global connection and participation appeared to be the 
norm and India should make use of this opportunity to become a major 
player in IT in the world. 

In collaboration with IIC, DELNET organised a lecture on Attitudes 
and Skills for Information Managers in the Digital Age on January 8, 2001 
by Mr. Edmund Marsden, Director, British Council in India. Mr. N. N. 
Vohra presided over the lecture. Mr. Marsden gave an overview of the 
rapid information exchange that took place in the UK during the twentieth 
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century. He highlighted the role played by the British Library Document 
Delivery and Supply Centre and described how in a modern information 
society individuals used information extensively. He noted that we could 
now network our system beyond the walls of our libraries and use a whole 
range of new digital resources. Mr. Marsden described how the networking 
of libraries in UK was started and especially mentioned the role played by 
the Birmingham Libraries Cooperative Mechanisation Project (BLCMP) and 
the Consortium of University and Research Libraries. 

Mr. Marsden spoke of the existing services being offered by the 
British Council libraries in India and hoped that by offering online services 
the British Council could reach a much wider audience. He maintained that 
there was a need to market information skills and identify the needs of 
target users so that better services could be provided. He felt that there was 
a need for taking a very professional approach to the understanding of the 
future needs of the users. 

A presentation of the Online Oxford English Dictionary was given by 
Mr. John Simpson, Chief Editor, Oxford University Press and Ms. Susanna 
Lob, Sales and Marketing Manager. The presentation was greatly appreciated 
by the audience. Mr. Simpson said that Online Oxford English Dictionary 

contained the complete volumes of the 1989 edition and was a major project 
in the humanities. It costed OUP 35 million pounds. The online edition had 
very distinctive features. It gave an overview of each word in a historical 
context. DELNET had offered to host the online edition for the period 
acceptable to OUP once the DELNET Web server became operational. 

A convention on modernisation and networking of libraries of colleges 
affiliated to Andhra University was arranged on January 20, 2001 in 
collaboration with the Andhra University at Visakhapatnam. Principals of 
251 colleges were invited to send their librarians to participate in the 
convention. One hundred and sixty-seven librarians registered and participated 
in the convention. In his opening remarks, Prof. P. V. Krishna Rao, Chairman 
of the inaugural function stressed upon the need for modernisation of 
libraries. He appraised the role played by DELNET in the networking of 
libraries in the country and in promoting resource sharing among the libraries. 
He observed that DELNET was one of the major library networks in the 
country, catering also to institutions abroad, while making efforts in bringing 
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the libraries in an integrated network for speedy access to information. 
Prof. Ramakrishna Rao in his inaugural address, emphasized the need for 
the librarians to make themselves aware of the modem trends and changes 
taking place in the field and to make efforts to move with the times. He 
regretted the present conditions of the libraries and hoped that the librarians 
would change them. He suggested that Andhra University should take the 
initiative in bringing together all the academic, public, rural and Governmental 
libraries in the state to work collectively in a network environment. Dr. H. 
K. Kaul, Director, DELNET alluded to the services being provided by 
DELNET and mentioned how DELNET could serve the libraries in Andhra 
Pradesh better. Prof. P. Soma Raju, former Librarian, Andhra University 
reviewed the current status of the libraries of colleges affiliated to Andhra 
University. According to his report, though government colleges and private 
colleges had solid infrastructure, well equipped libraries, good collections 
with qualified staff to handle them, most of the aided colleges and some 
government college libraries were very poorly equipped, with not even a 
single qualified staff member. To improve this situation, he said that it was 
important for the UGC and State Government to adequately finance 
computerisation of these college libraries. The inaugural function concluded 
with a vote of thanks presented by Mrs. Vijaya Murthy, formerly, Secretary, 
DELNET. Lectures were organised on various issues. Dr. Mrs. Sasikaka 
gave a talk on AACR II and MARC. Director, DELNET gave an online 
demonstration of DELNET services and also spoke on 'Resource Sharing 
Technology'. Mr. J. P. Thakur, Programmer, at DELNET gave a 
demonstration of DELPLUS software. 

Lectures and online demonstrations were also given by the Director 
and Network Manager at several institutions including INSDOC, IIP A, Janki 
Devi Mahavidyalaya, INMAS, NIHFW, Lady Irwin College and DESIDOC. 

The Director delivered two lectures on the following topics at the 
Workshop on 'Digital Libraries: Managing Convergence, Continuity and 
Change' in March 2001. The workshop was jointly organised by the United 
States Educational Foundation in India, Documentation Research and Training 
Centre, Bangalore and the Department of Library and Information Science, 
University of Mysore: 

1. Networking of Digital Libraries 

2. Digital Libraries: Selection of Materials for Scanning 
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The Director also delivered a talk on the selection of materials for 
scanning at the 'Conference on Information and Communication Technology 
for Cultural Learning and Distance Education'. The conference was organised 
in Bangalore by the Indira Gandhi Centre for the Arts, New Delhi and the 
Manipal International Institute of Information Technology, Bangalore as part 
of a UNDP sponsored project, 

A request was made to NIC to support DELNET in jointly arranging 
training programmes in database creation and INTERNET access for library 
and information science professionals at regular intervals at NIC Headquarters 
and occasionally at some of the Regional Centres of NIC in different parts 
of the country. 

Retro-conversion 

National Bibliographic Database 

The work on the National Bibliographic Database Phase II Project 
for the creation of 25,000 records at Andhra University Library, 
Visakhapatnam was in progress. Input sheets for all records have been 
created. Editing and typing work was continuing. 

The Department of Culture, Government of India also approved the 
creation of 25,000 MARC records each at the Asiatic Society, Mumbai and 
the Asiatic Society, Kolkata. We hope to begin work at these two important 
national centres very shortly. The libraries of the two Asiatic Societies 
treasure some of the priceless works and the creation of these catalogues 
using international standards will promote their use globally. 

DELNET has also been working on the creation of MARC records 
at the Sahitya Akademi Library. The Sahitya Akademi being a very specialised 
library, special care is being taken in the preparation of the records and the 
creation of additional subject headings keeping in view the needs of the 
users. More than 15,000 records have already been created. 

Publications 

The following publications were produced by the staff and DELNET 
during the this year: 

Kaul, H. K. IT Act and Library Networking. DELNET Newsletter. 
7(1) July 2000. pp. 1-2, 
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Kaul, H. K. and Harish Chandra ed. Library and Information 
Networking: NACLIN 2000. New Delhi: DELNET, 2001. pp,378, 

Kaul, H. K. Networking Knowledge: The Role of Libraries. In Kaul 

and Harish Chandra: Library and Information Networking: NACLIN 2000. 

New Delhi: DELNET, 2001. pp. 219-30. 

Kaul, H. K. Digital Libraries: Selection of Materials for Scanning. 

In Workshop on Digital Libraries: Managing Convergence, Continuity and 

Change, edited by A.R.D. Prasad and Shalini Urs. Mysore: USEFI, DRTC, 

and Department of Library and Information Science, University of Mysore, 

2001. 

Kaul, H. K. and Kaul, Sangeeta. E-Mail Directory of Institutions 

in India. New Delhi: Virgo, 2000. 

Kaul, Sangeeta. MARC: Its Essential Features and Applications. In 

Kaul and Harish Chandra: Library and Information Networking: NACLIN 
2000. New Delhi: DELNET, 2001. pp.-326-335. 

Kaul, Sangeeta. NACLIN 2000: A Report. DELNET Newsletter 7(2) 

December 2000. pp. 1-5, 23. 

Kaul, H. K. NACLIN 2000: Forum for the New Millennium. DELNET 

Newsletter. 7(2) December 2000. pp. 6-8. 

Kaul, H. K. DELNET: Developing Library Network - The Growing 

Dimensions. DELNET Newsletter. 7(2) December 2000. p. 24. 

DELNET Newsletter. Vol. 7, Nos. 1-2, 2000. 

DELNET Building 

As a very special case, Jawaharlal Nehru University had offered in 

1994 one acre of land to DELNET for its building. The work on the 

construction could not be started owing to lack of finance. The President 

was authorised by the Governing Board to select the architect and approve 

the plans. From our meagre financial resources, we hope to construct 

about 2000 sq. ft. area to begin with during 2001-2002. 

Awards/ Fellowships 

Dr. H. K. Kaul, Director, DELNET was presented the Punjab Librarian 
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Award by SATKAL, Punjab University Library, Chandigarh on December 
11, 2000. The function was attended by senior library professionals from 
Delhi and Punjab. Mr. P. Jayarajan, Library and Information Services Manager 
(India), British Council and Treasurer, DELNET was awarded M. B. E. last 
year. Ms Sangeeta Kaul, Network Manager, DELNET was selected as the 
Alternative Candidate for the IFLA/OCLC Early Career Development 
Fellowship in August 2000. 
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Appendix 1 

DELNE T MEMBERS 

Number of Libraries 233 
(Upto March 31. 2001) 

Subject-wise Breakup 

General 50 

Science and Technology 104 

Social Sciences 64 

Humanities 15 

Sublect-wise Breakup 

• General 
flScience and Technolop> 

QSocial Sciences 
E3 Humanities 

Academic 

Types of Libraries 

Academic 109 

Universities 22 
Colleges/Institutes/ 
Departments/Centres 86 
Schools 1 

•Universities 
D Colleges/ Institutes/ Departments/ Centres 
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Research/Special 8 
Public Libraries 6 

Government Libraries 19 

Libraries of Diplomatic 
Missions /UN Agencies 9 

Miscellaneous 
including Trusts 5 

Geograph ical Distrib ution 

India 225 

Delhi 122 
Anclhra Pradesh 6 
Assam 1 
Bihar 4 
Gujarat 2 
Haryana 4 
Himachal Pradesh 3 
Jammu & Kashmir 2 
Karnataka 7 
Kerala 7 
Madhya Pradesh 8 
Maharashtra 8 
Orissa 1 
Punjab 4 
Rajasthan 3 
Tamil Nadu 8 
Uttar Pradesh 21 
Uttaranchal 1 
West Bengal 6 
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Types of Libraries 

Academic 
Research/Special 
Public Libraries 
Government Libraries 
Diplomatic Missions /UN Agencies 
Miscellaneous 



Andaman and Nicobar 1 
Islands 

Chandigarh 3 
Lakshadweep 1 
Pondicherr> 2 

Other SAARC Countries 

Nepal 1 
Sri Lanka 3 

Outside SAARC 

Oman 1 
Philippines 1 
United States 2 

Growth of DELNET 
Membership 

2991-^992| 

1992-1993 

1993-1994 

1994-1995 

1995-1996 

1996-1997 

1997-1998 

1998-1999 

1999-2000 

2000-2001 

0 
| 26 

30 
43 
57 
69 
76] 
106 
153 
233 

Types of Libraries 

] India 

iOther SAARC Countries 
] Outside SAARC 

Growth of DELNET Membership 
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Appendix II 

DELNETS ONLINE 
DATABASES 
STATISTICS 

(As on March 31, 2001) 

Union Catalogue of Books; CCF 

8,26,514 records 

Union Catalogue of Books: MARC 

27,231 records 

Union List of Current Serials 

Weh addresses of E-journals are in 

process of being included 

16, 497 records 

Database of Periodical Articles 

1,96,789 records 

Specialist Database 

2,000 records 

CD-ROM Database 

1,214 records 

Union List of Video Recordings 

2,278 records 

Union List of Sound Recordings 

708 records 

Urdu Manuscripts' Database 
210 records 

Union List of Newspapers 

70 records 

Database of Theses and Dissertations 

16,587 records 

DEVINSA Database 
20,000 records 

Union List of Serials.Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Secctor 

871 records 

Union List of Serials: Management 
Libraries 

800 records 

Union Catalogue of Hindi Books 
3,000 records 

Resources on Banking in India 
National Bibliographic Database Pilot 

Project 

DEL-LISTSERVs 

Books: New Arrivals from 
INTERNET 

Book Reviews 

Current Contents 

DELNET also provides online 
access to the following 
national/international 

databases free of charge: 

{[) GISTNIC Databases 

(1) MEDLARS and other 

databases of NLM 

(2) US Patents: Full Text 

(3) Library of Congress 

Catalogues 
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