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I am pleased to present the report for 1998-99. It was a successful year 
for DELNET. We progressed on several fronts. Existing databases increased 
in volume and new databases were created. DELNET became accessible 
worldwide through INTERNET. We organised the first National Convention 
on Library and Information Networking (NACLIN 98) in November 1998 
and laid the foundations for this annual event. 

During 1998-99, more features were added to the two softwares, viz. 
DEL-DOS and DEL-WINDOWS for creating bibliographic records in 
MARC format. We introduced new databases online, viz. Union List of 
Newspapers, Union List of Serials: Management Libraries and Directory of 
Libraries/Networks, and access to GISTNIC Databases, Index to The Hindu 
and Library of Congress Databases. DELNET's web page was updated 
further. 

The membership crossed the 100 mark and we now have 106 institutions 
as members which includes one more overseas member. Johns Hopkins 
University, Baltimore, joined in October 1998. 

The work on the National Bibliographic Database Pilot Project, sanctioned 
by the Department of Culture, Government of India, for the creation of 
MARC records, was started on April 1,1998. Work progressed well and 
is due to be completed in a few months time. 

Elections 

The elections for the biennial term 1998-99 and 1999-2000 were held. 
The names of the members of the Governing Board are given on the second 
cover. 

Software 

DEL-DOS / DEL-WINDOWS 

DELNET successfully further developed two library softwares, one on 
DOS platform and the other on WINDOWS platform for the creation of 
bibliographic databases. Both the softwares can be used for creating records 
in MARC format. DEL-DOS has the facility for creating records of both 
English and non-English language books. This facility for creating non-
English records is also likely to be introduced in DEL-WINDOWS soon. The 
evaluation of the software was done by experts from within and outside 
India. And, the software staff has been in touch with the Library of Congress 
experts. 

These softwares were upgraded this year with the following facilities: 
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DEL-DOS 1.5 

1. Increased the efficiency of OP AC module by multi- and binary-
searching and sorting mechanism. 

2. Updated the old database structure with the capacity to 
accommodate variable field lengths without wastage of disc space. 

3. Fast retrieval of multilingual records. 

4. Incorporated the duplicate checks and validation checks in various 
modules. 

5. Created setup programme with full security by giving key-code, 
installation limit and copy restriction. 

6. Provided the facility for defining the tags/indexes/global data 
according to user need. 

7. Special options are protected with password control. 

8. More features are included such as "copy option', "delete in range', 
"undelete in range/single/all', etc. 

9. Permanent deletion and updation of disk space is also included. 

10. Automatic Backup facility is introduced. 

DEL-WINDOWS 2.0 

1. Incorporated the duplicate check at the time of new record creation 
as well as in import module. 

2. Expanded the stand-alone DEL-WINDOWS into multi-user system 
with LAN compatibilities. 

3. Created separate module for online and off-line authority 
database maintenance withName, Title, Series and Subject authority 
records. 

4. Incorporated the Validation Check and Authority Check in 
Worksheet Entry Module. 

5. Created the flexible user-interface for Boolean enquiry. 

6. DEL-WINDOWS is available for CCF, MARC and UNIMARC 
record creation. According to their need, users can open CCF, 
USMARC or UNIMARC worksheet and will be able to create their 
records in desired formats of one's choice. 

7. Users can export their data in CCF, USMARC or UNIMARC format 
and viceversa. They can import data from CCF, USMARC or 
UNIMARC files. 
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Remote Access to DELNET Services in Colour 

This year all participating libraries with colour monitors were facilitated 
to access DELNET databases in colour through PROCOM. Also, libraries 
accessing through INTERNET were asked to obtain the necessary software 
from DELNET that would allow the retrieval of information in colour 
through the Telnet faciltiy. 

Hardware 

This year DELNET was able to add 350 MHz Pentium machine and 
upgraded 8 modems from t4.4. kbps to 33.6 kbps. Under the National 
Bibliographic Database Project, an ACER Extensa 367D Notebook and a 
printer were acquired for the DELNET of f ice, besides the necessary hardware 
for the participating institutions of the Pilot Project. 

Telecommunication Facilities 

We added two more telephone lines early last year. Last month we 
added 5 more lines as access to the DELNET databases has been growing 
owing to an increase in membership and also with the introduction of wide 
services. Modems were also purchased this year. 

A fax machine was also acquired in order to communicate fast. 

DELNET on INTERNET 

DELNET databases are now accessible worldwide through the Telnet 
facility of INTERNET. This was made possible with the help of NIC. 
DELNET has the following IP address: 164.100.247.18. Any registered user 
of DELNET can search our databases through their allotted login and 
password from any part of the world. A link has also been created on the 
DELNET's web page at www.nic.in/delnet to access the DELNET system 
online for the'registered users. 

DELSEARCH 

DELSEARCH, the off-line remote database access system through E-
mail, has also been functional and is being used by outstation members who 
do not have access to INTERNET. It was also used by our overseas 
members until DELNET became accessible through INTERNET. 

DELNET Databases 

DELNET now offers 19 databases and 10 other online services. Apart 
from the previous databases, we introduced some new databases and 
services, including Index to The Hindu, National Bibliographic Database, 
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Union List of Newspapers, GISTNIC Databases, Library of Congress 
Catalogue, Union List of Serials in Management Libraries and Directory of 
Libraries / Networks. 

a) Union Catalogue of Books: CCF format 

Union Catalogue of Books has grown considerably in volume during 
this year. Editing and duplicate checking work is continuing simultaneously. 

We now have about 4,82,000 records in this database as against the 
previous year's figure of 3,96,854 records as on March 31,1998. 

The ILL online facility has become more popular this year and 20 new 
libraries are now using this facility regularly. 

b) Union Catalogue of Books: MARC format 

This database was started last year and holds records of the American 
Center Library. At present, this database has 18,000 records. 

c) Union List of Current Periodicals 

This database was started in 1991 and was updated in 1994 with thehelp 
of the JNU Library. Ever since then, it is being updated regularly every year. 
Earlier it was in 3 parts, viz. Science and Technology, Social Sciences and 
Humanities. Earlier this year, they were merged to form one single database 
in order to facilitate easier and faster retrieval of information. This database 
contains 16,196 records. 

d) Union Catalogue of Periodicals in Delhi Libraries 

Introduced two years ago, this database consists of records of periodical 
holdings of some libraries in Delhi. At present, the database contains 10,203 
records. This database is also being regularly updated. 

e) Database of Periodical Articles 

The articles database has grown considerably in size. This database 
now has details of 1,15,103 periodical articles which can be searched by 
author, title and subject. It is used extensively for ILL and resource sharing 
purposes by libraries, researchers and scholars. 

f) CD-ROM Database 

This is a bibliographic database of CD-ROMs available with the 
member-libraries. At present, 138 CDs are listed with details. 

g) Union List of Video Recordings 

This database was started last year and consists of records of video 
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cassettes available in DELNET member-libraries. Itconsists of 1,217 records. 

h) Union List of Sound Recordings 

This list consists of 500 audio cassette records available in member-
libraries, and is being updated regularly. 

i) Database of Urdu Manuscripts 

This is a database of Urdu Manuscripts available in libraries in Delhi. 
This was initiated last year and lists 210 manuscripts, covering subjects 
such as animal husbandry, astronomy, ethics, history, sports, literature, 
etc. 

j) Database of Theses and Dissertations 

This database was also started last year and contains 251 records 
of theses and dissertations. The promotion of this database needs to be 
undertaken as a project. We are looking for some sponsors for this work. 

k) Indian Specialists' Database: A Who's Who 

This contains biographical sketches of about 2,000 specialists including 
award winners specialising in Indian studies besides other disciplines such 
as social sciences, science and technology, literature, etc. 

New Databases 

Several new databases, some of which were requested for by member-
libraries were added. Brief descriptions of the databases are listed below: 

a) Union List of Newspapers 

This database lists newspapers being subscribed to by Delhi libraries. 
The entries contain information about the newspapers including title, 
name of the editor, place of publication, E-mail address and also the web 
address of Internet edition, if available. 

b) Serials: Management Libraries 

There are several Management Institutions in and around Delhi and 
some of them are members of DELNET. DELNET had constituted a sub­
committee for rationalisation of periodicals in the management sector 
libraries. In order to serve the management libraries well, a database of 
serials available in management libraries was started. This database 
contains details of nearly 900 journals subscribed to by management 
libraries. 
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c) Union List of Serials: Petroleum and Natural Gas Sector in India 

We have started compiling a union list of serials available in petroleum 
and natural gas sector libraries in India. Questionnaires were sent to a 
number of libraries in India. About 900 records are available at present in this 
database. 

d) Union Catalogue of Hindi Books 

This year, a union catalogue of Hindi books available in our member-
libraries was started. This database now contains 3,000 records and can be 
retrieved through a GIST compatible system from anywhere in the world. 

e) Directory of Libraries/Networks 

DELNET keeps receiving information about various libraries and library 
networks in the country. This information is being compiled into a database 
giving details of the names of the information professionals, names of 
libraries, their subject specialisations, services offered by them and their 
library codes. 

GISTNIC 

This year we began providing online access to GISTNIC databases 
(General Information Service Terminal of National Informatics Centre). It 
offers online information retrieval services from its wide ranging static and 
quasi-static areas such as Indian Economy Monitor, 1991 Population Census 
Database, Village Amenities Database, Rural Technology Database, Database 
on Tourism and a Database on Traditional Sciences and Technologies of 
India. 

Index to The Hindu 

DELNET started offering Index to The Hindu online to its members. 
Approximately one lakh indexed news items are available through this 
service covering the 1996-98 period of the Chennai edition. More updates 
and archival data are being added and efforts are being made to see that the 
New Delhi edition of The Hindu also gets indexed. 

Library of Congress Catalogues 

Access to Library of Congress Catalogues and Library of Congress 
Subject Headings was provided online to member-libraries. They could now 
utilise this facility for creation of bibliographic records with less effort and 
time. And also, the Library of Congress Subject Headings could be widely 
used by member-libraries who could not afford to buy the hard copies. 
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ILL Online 

Introduced in 1997, this service has done remarkably well. In fact, 20 
libraries used this service this year. Apart from supplying books on ILL, this 
service also supplies photocopies of articles to users in Delhi, outstation 
members and overseas users. 

E-mail and Internet 

RENNIC E-mail was extensively used by member-institutions. Six 
members used ERNET. Some member-institutions have also subscribed to 
INTERNET TCP/IP connectivity of NIC through DELNET. The customer 
support is chiefly being provided by DELNET. 

E-Mail is used both for communication between institutions as well as 
for interlibrary loan requests in some cases. With the introduction of PINE 
software last year, which is a menu-driven package, users of RENNIC E-
Mail are finding it very user-friendly and efficient to use. 

Membership 

The membership of DELNET crossed the 100 mark this year. The 
membership increased to 106 as against 76 during 1997-98, which includes 
two overseas members. Last year we had the University of California at 
Berkeley as an institutional member from outside India. This year Johns 
Hopkins University, Baltimore, U.S. A., also joined as an institutional member. 
We have been receiving more queries from various countries regarding 
membership. With the provision of DELSEARCH and by providing our 
databases through INTERNET, access from distant places has become 
possible. We hope that access will become even more rapid when NIC 
provides radio frequency linkage to DELNET. 

The Governing Board increased the annual institutional membership 
fee from Rs.5,000/- to Rs.7,500/ - from April 1,1999 considering the increase 
in databases and services being offered by DELNET. DELNET had not 
increased its rates since 1992. Also, libraries that joined on or after 
December 1, will be paying only 50 per cent of the membership fee. 

In order to promote membership, DELNET has decided to nominate 
Advisers (Membership) in different cities. This is done to offer services to 
all such users in the world who are interested in DELNET databases and 
services but are unable to use them. 

A list of DELNET members is given in Appendix-A. 

National Bibliographic Database Pilot Project 
DELNET received the approval from the Department of Culture, 
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Government of India, in March 1998 for carrying out a Pilot Project for the 
creation of the National Bibliographic Database. The work on the Pilot 
Project started from April 1,1998. 

The amount sanctioned for the project was Rs.30,00,000/- and the first 
instalment of Rs.10,00,000/- was received in April, 1998. The rest of the 
amount was expected to be released soon. As a result of this delay, the 
project was prolonged, but we spent out of our meagre finances to continue 
with the compilation work. We hope to complete the project within the next 
three months. So far the following work has been completed: 

No. of input sheets filled 
No. of books reclassified 
No. of sheets edited 
No. of records inputted 
No. of records proof read and edited 

Patiala 

25,000 
23,000 
25,000 
23,000 
22,500 

Chennai 

25,000 
21,707 
14,444 
11,785 

The National Convention on Library and Information Networking 
(NACLIN 98) 

DELNET organised the first National Convention on Library and 
Information Networking (NACLIN 98) during November 15-18,1998. 

Several libraries, institutions and universities were contacted. The 
response was overwhelming. About 95 delegates participated in the tutorials 
alone and about 200 delegates participated in the Convention. 

The unique feature of the Convention was thatN Talking Points' for each 
session were prepared in advance and were distributed to the participants 
much ahead. With the result, discussions were pinpointed and it was 
possible to come up with important recommendations. 

At the time of registration, the papers contributed to NACLIN 98 were 
made available to delegates in book form. 

Each session had a guest speaker, who was an expert in the field, and a 
rapporteur besides a chairperson. After each session, the rapporteurs 
presented their reports to the rapporteur-general who had prepared and 
presented a comprehensive report during the valedictory function. The 
following were the highlights of the report presented by the Rapporteur-
General Prof. M.B. Konnur, Professor and Head of Department of Library 
and Information Science, University of Pune: 

The National Convention was inaugurated on November 16, 1998. 
Dr. S. Varadarajan, President, DELNET, welcomed the delegates who had 
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come from different parts of India. Dr. N. Seshagiri, Director-General, 
National Informatics Centre, inaugurated the Convention by lighting a 
lamp. Dr. H.K. Kaul, Director, DELNET, gave an introduction to the concept 
of organising the national convention. He described the condition of libraries 
in general, and the public libraries in particular. He also described the role 
played by the U.G.C., especially in relation to INFLIBNET. 

Dr. Kaul referred to the special libraries in the social sciences and 
humanities and said that they were either managing with the help of existing 
documentary resources or were trying to acquire a few of them that they 
could afford. He noted that more than ninety per cent of about 2,000 libraries 
in this sector are decaying under the weight of their own unused documents 
and lack of financial resources for modernisation and acquisition of the 
necessary latest documents. He added that in most of the Government 
libraries IT applications had yet to take root and those which had begun 
adopting IT, mostly with the support of National Informatics Centre, had 
begun to use INTERNET and accessing databases, but they were still 
unfamiliar with the actual IT applications in libraries. The national libraries 
in various disciplines in general and the National Library, Calcutta, in 
particular, he affirmed, were like ships that were sinking in the growing 
oceans of digital information for want of digitising their inventories and rare 
and important resources. 

Dr. Kaul gave an overview of the work done by other networks and 
major contributions made by NIC. 

He observed that no network could do resource sharing unless it creates 
resource sharing tools from the resources available in its member-libraries. 
DELNET was making available more than 25 databases for the use of 
member-libraries. He alluded to the size of records in the databases and 
said that the types of databases being offered were increasing in size. 

Dr. N. Seshagiri delivered the inaugural address. He began his address 
by referring to the gloomy picture of public libraries. He observed that the 
Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission and the Chairman of the National 
Task Force on Information Technology and Software Development had 
approved the constitution for a Working Group of the Task Force on Content 
Creation and Content Industry. He maintained that often when we talked 
about informatics and information policies, we lost sight of content. We 
talked about computers and networks and not about contents. He mentioned 
INFLIBNET and said that the project did not take off the way we all had 
hoped it to develop. He felt that a project of this nature should be headed 
by a Library Scientist with his vision into the modern technologies and that 
was a billion dollar industry or rather a multi million dollar industry. He 



added that this industry could create lucrative jobs for library and 
information science professionals. Dr. Seshagiri maintained that we were 
now working on these issues in the Task Force. The Task Force had made 
rapid progress and it had broken barriers. He said that while strengthening 
networks by using telecommunication and computer technology, we should 
not have lost sight of contents. He added that the particular working group 
which had been notified would be looking into the problems of creating 
content specialists in several tens of thousands which meant that we needed 
to support that particular industry in the same way as we had done to 
information technology. 

Dr. Seshagiri referred to the computer network area, especially in the 
software field and observed that we had now to focus on training a million 
people, say at the rate of 10,000 per annum. He was sure that if people found 
this a lucrative industry, immediately it would spiral and then the manpower 
shortage would einerge. He felt that the kind of investments that were going 
to be committed to the content industry would be quite substantial, because 
it was a knowledge based and labour intensive industry. Referring to 
INTERNET, he noted that the biggest advantage of INTERNET was that 
most of the middlemen were eliminated. 

Dr. Seshagiri observed that there was no earthly reason why a library 
should now subscribe to every journal as they used to do in the past. There 
must be a hierarchical arrangement whereby those journals which were 
very frequently and highly used by the scientists in the organisation may be 
subscribed to in hardcover or in the CD-ROM form. He gave the implications 
of the use of CD-ROM and DVD technology in India. He referred to the IU 
Net Project or the Sankhya Vahini Project being undertaken in collaboration 
with the Carnegie Mellon University and Indian Institute of Science, IIT, 
Madras, IIT, Bombay, Pune University and others. He added that the 
conventional approaches to library system were coming to a dead end. It 
was not possible to cope with the increasing prices of journals. He felt that 
the sophistication of technology did not mean that it was to be a costly 
technology. He made it clear that there was going to be a paradigm shift and 
very soon a time would come when if the librarians did not manage their 
affairs well, they would be replaced by a new set of people who would take 
over the jobs. He ended his inaugural address by stressing that training of 
manpower was essential. 

Dr. R.V. Vaidyanatha Ayyar, Secretary, Department of Culture, 
Government of India, delivered the presidential address. He maintained 
that DELNET was trailing new paths and trying to induct information 
technologists into the field of libraries. He lamented the condition of public 

12 



libraries and said that their condition was dismal and pathetic. He said that 
the tragedy was that on the one hand when great potentials were coming in 
which we were realising through information technologists in our country, 
the public library system was virtually collapsing. 

He also added that the whole system of procurement of books in most 
of the public libraries was deplorable and the less said the better. He felt 
that it was more distributor-driven and the sort of reader orientation that 
ought to exist perhaps did not exist. Thus to modernise the public libraries 
was the greatest challenge today. He observed that there was no option but 
to share the resources and network because more and more libraries ought 
to opt for cooperative acquisition. It was not necessary that every library 
should stock every book and periodical as there must be some sort of a 
rationalisation that went together with the type of information technologies 
that were being discussed today. Then more users could use the same 
resources more effectively. He felt that the question of inducting the 
information technology was not a question of whether to do it or not, but it 
was about when to do it and how to do it, because given the sort of resource 
constraints and the facility constraints in the public library system it was felt 
that unless all the libraries in a particular area came together and worked 
together for avoiding duplication, wasteful investment could not be avoided. 
He said that the networks could provide user services and the public 
libraries could benefit. He also added that the university libraries were 
finding it extremely difficult to subscribe to all the necessary journals and 
magazines. He said that DELNET had blazed a glorious path to which all 
should lend their support. The Department of Culture, would be only too 
glad to cooperate with library professionals as well as DELNET. He pointed 
out that many States did not have the library legislation, which was badly 
needed. He added that the National Library in Calcutta was facing many 
problems and we were trying to solve them. He hoped that the reliable 
networks would take up a number of assignments till the National Library, 
Calcutta, was modernised. 

Mr. N.N. Vohra, Director, India International Centre, releasing the 
publications, Library and Information Networking and NACL1N 98 Souvenir, 
observed that we should be adequately able to absorb, digest and utilise the 
vast revolution which was taking place in the field of information technology. 
He added that the resource management was a serious and complex 
problem which was not going to be resolved merely by wishing that it would 
be resolved. He added that Dr. Seshagiri had explained his vision of what 
lies before us and how he planned to go ahead with it. He stressed the need 
for focussing on the school libraries, the college libraries and the libraries in 
the rural areas of India. He felt that we had to be extremely conscious of the 
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ttd&ts of the actual services that we delivered and added that storing of 
physical volumes was a major problem as space with the institutions was 
scarce. He observed that today we had to relate not only to public libraries 
and educational libraries, but also to those libraries which were specialised 
in nature and which had no constraint of resources. He added that all such 
libraries could not depend on their own resources. Resource sharing was 
becoming essential and in these circumstances the use of appropriate 
technology was essential. 

The tutorials were organised on the following topics: 

Bibliographic Formats like MARC, CCF 
AACR-II 
Creation and Management of Library Web Sites 
Creating Databases in Indian Languages 
Library Resources on the INTERNET 

The National Convention was divided into the following 11 sessions: 

Resource Sharing and Networks 
Web Technology 
Multimedia Applications 
Language Databases 
Communication Tools 
AACR-II and US MARC Format 
Newspapers on the INTERNET 
LCSH 
Digital Libraries / Electronic Commerce 
Library Resources on the INTERNET 
Software 

TheproceedingsoftheNational Convention were published by DELNET 
under the title Library and Information Networking: NACLIN 98 edited by H.K. 
Kaul. The proceedings included complete deliberations and the papers 
presented at NACLIN 98. 

The valedictory session started with introductory remarks by Dr. H.K. 
Kaul, as Chairman of the Organising Committee. He gave an overview of the 
National Convention. 

Prof. Moegiadi, Director, UNESCO, delivered the valedictory address. 
He affirmed that the basic purpose of library and information networking 
was to share the resources that were becoming expensive on one hand, and 
rarely available on the other. He noticed that it was becoming difficult for 
the libraries and the individuals to buy publications which were very 
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expensive or which did not come into a country at all. He added that it was 
only through networking and through INTERNET that one was able to 
access the latest information published anywhere in the world without any 
significant loss of time. 

He mentioned to the laws of resource sharing defined by Dr. Kaul and 
said that the digitisation of resources was important but it was going to be 
a major task. He felt that resource sharing was definitely a global phenomenon 
and India was attempting to contribute to the global aspirations in this 
regard. 

He referred to the role played by UNESCO in the automation of libraries 
and said that UNESCO was keen to promote the development of the 
network of public libraries. He observed that in the UNESCO manifesto it 
was made clear that through the public libraries the information and 
education could be imparted to a wider section of the society. It was 
necessary that the public libraries were networked and there was of course 
a need to network all other types of libraries. 

He alluded to the contributions made by DELNET and said that he was 
glad to note that in DELNET there were all types of libraries participating 
whether they were public, institutional or government libraries or libraries 
of public sector undertakings or of any other type. He added that the 
resource sharing mechanisms at all levels needed to work and noted that 
INTERNET was playing a major role in that area. 

Prof. Moegiadi referred to the training of manpower in developing 
countries and maintained that the staff need to be well trained in library 
automation and networking. 

He appreciated the role of DELNET in working on the creation of the 
National Bibliographic Database Pilot Project. The creation of a National 
Bibliographic Database in all the countries, he said, was very important 
because unless each country promoted the creation of its catalogues at the 
national level in machine readable forms, there could not be cooperation 
among the nations on the information front. 

Dr. Ashok Khosla, Chairman, Development Alternatives, addressed 
the participants and explained how to expand the information market and 
provide employment to 250 million people. He added that there were 
several million illiterates and therefore there was a major opportunity for 
librarians to educate them. 

Mr. S. Sathyamoorthy, Joint Secretary, Department of Culture, presided 
over the function. He congratulated DELNET for the commendable initiative 
and said that the distribution of "Talking Points' at this convention was very 
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useful. He felt that DELNET had been able to draw upon several sectors, 
such as the defence, the university sector, the government sector, the public 
sector, the private sector, publishers, distributors and he thought, that was 
an excellent beginning for resource sharing and networking. 

He felt that librarians had to play a very crucial role in fostering 
economic competitiveness, educational effectiveness, increased intellectual 
activity, efficient knowledge transfer methods, enhanced technological 
pace and increased collective capacity to resolve global issues. 

Mr. Sathyamoorthy maintained that there was a need to convert 
information into intelligible rrtodes. He felt that already we were talking of 
STD booths becoming information access centres. Mr. Sathyamoorthy 
observed that resource sharing had been underscored: resource sharing did 
not only apply to journals and articles, it was also experience and expertise. 
Unless you share it with others, it could not grow with you. He affirmed that 
for resource sharing, networking was probably the only answer. 

He added that the government was well aware of the role it had to play. 
It had already taken certain tentative initial steps. He added that the 
government was willing to help but let the professionals be strong. 

We are indeed grateful to the Indianoil Institute of Petroleum 
Management, Gurgaon and the United States Information Service (USIS), 
New Delhi, for supporting the organisation of NACLIN 98. 

NACLIN 98 could not have been organised without the active support 
of chairmen, rapporteurs, rapporteur-general, contributors and participants. 
We express our heartfelt thanks to them. 

The main recommendations of the National Convention are as follows: 

1. National Agenda for Resource Sharing shouldbe developed. While 
preparing this National Agenda, all agencies working at the local, 
regional and national levels should be involved. 

2. There is a dismal picture of public libraries all over the country. 
Resource sharing should be one of the primary objectives of 
networking public libraries. 

3. Resource sharing networks should be promoted and the Government 
of India should provide assistance to them. 

4. For networking and resource sharing, Regional Centres should be 
established. 

5. The Government may constitute committees for resource sharing at 
national, regional and local levels and provide documents to the 
users. The committees so formed should have Vice-Chancellors, 
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the Principals, the Chairmen of public libraries, Directors of 
networks and special libraries, etc. as members. 

6. Resource sharing networks should make efforts to provide access 
to information to the users in the remote areas. 

7. Different types of libraries should be encouraged to join resource 
sharing networks. If necessary, they should be provided financial 
support for the same. 

8. Public libraries and libraries in the rural sector should be modernised. 
At the local level itself, the networks should undertake resource 
sharing work. For public libraries the Raja Ram Mohan Roy Library 
Foundation should play a major role in resource sharing and 
networking. 

9. Appropriate steps should be taken to implement the 
recommendations of the Report of the Working Group of the 
Planning Commission for the Ninth Plan. 

10. Library schools should take steps to develop manpower required 
for networking and resource sharing activity. For this purpose, 
each library school should have at least one faculty member 
specialising in IT applications in libraries. 

11. DELNET is trying to play a role as an OCLC network. DELNET is 
enrolling all types of libraries and including all subjects in the 
network. DELNET can play a supplementary and a complementary 
role for establishing local, regional and national networks. The 
Government should provide sufficient assistance to DELNET. 

12. DELNET should provide cheaper and standard software solutions 
to libraries in India. 

13. National Bibliographic Database being developed by DELNET is a 
major model for the country. It should involve more libraries and 
should be created on a continuing basis. 

14. Creation of databases in Indian languages should be promoted. 

15. A compilation of databases that are ongoing in this country should 
be prepared. 

16. The networking of information on art should be taken up along 
with other subjects in the libraries. 

17. Adequate funds should be provided to networks for digitising 
important documents in libraries. 

18. School libraries, too, should be given priority in modernisation, 
networking and resource sharing. 
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19. Use of multimedia in distance education should be encouraged. 

The Logo 

DELNETdeveloped the following logo for NACLIN 98 and the same has 
been adopted as DELENT's logo. 

Research and Academic Work 

(i) Research 

I was able to complete my Ph.D. through the University of Pune on the 
topic Barriers of Resource Sharing in Library Networks: An Analysis of 
DELNET in June 1998. In February 1999, the University of Pune declared 
that I had passed the Ph .D. Degree examination. The thesis will be published 
in April 1999 in book form. I hope that the librarians will benefit from its 
publication. 

(ii) Publications 

The following papers/publications were published during the year: 

Kaul, H.K., ed. Library and Information Networking: NACLIN 98. 
New Delhi, DELNET, 1999. 

Kaul, H.K., ed. Resource Sharing in Indian Libraries: The Emerging 
Laws, the Growing Agenda and DELNET Experiences. (This paper is part 
of NACLIN 98 proceedings). 

Kaul, H.K. DELNET: An Indian Model of Library Resource Sharing. 

In NACLIN 98 Souvenir, pp. 19-27. 

Kaul, Sangeeta. A Journey through the Electronic Museums. Contributed 
to the 49th FID Conference and Congress, Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi, 
October 11-17,1998. 

Kaul, Sangeeta. Database Designing in Indian Languages: Issues 
Involved. (Published in NACLIN 98 Proceedings). 

Parthi, Gauri Shankar, Soni, Rajesh and Moza, Arun, Library Softwares: 
The DELNET Experience. (Published in NACLIN 98 Proceedings). 

Kaul, H.K. National Bibliographic Databases: A Pilot Project. DELNET 
Newsletter 5(1) June 1998, pp.1-4. 
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Lectures / Online Demos 

I participated in a tele-conference on library networking organised by 
IGNOU for M.Lib.Sc. students. 

I delivered a lecture on automation of music records at a National 
Conference organised by the Sangeet Natak Akademi. 

An online demo to DELNET databases was given by me at the Indian 
Institute of Technology, Madras. It was greatly appreciated by librarians in 
Chennai. 

A demonstration of DELNET was arranged at the India International 
Centre, for the M.L.I.Sc. students of Bombay University. 

A demonstration of DELNET was given at the ILA training programme 
at the Central Reference Library, by Sangeeta Kaul. 

Membership of IFLA 

DELNET joined the International Federation of Library Associations 
and Institutions (IFLA) as its Institutional Member. This was done to 
promote DELNET services in different parts of the world. 

Retroconversion of the IIC Library 

DELNET took the assignment of creating about 10,000 records of books 
in the IIC Library in machine readable form. This will help in modernisation 
of the library. 

Visits to France and U.K. 

Courtesy of the French Ministry of External Affairs, I was able to visit 
the libraries in France in June 1998.1 also visited the Agence Bibliographique 
de 1' Enseignement Superiour (ABES) in order to study the pattern of library 
networking in France. A short report on ABES by me was published in the 
DELNET Newsletter. 

I also visited the British Library in London and at Boston Spa and the 
important libraries in London in order to assess the automation and 
networking efforts being made in U.K. 

Lectures and Seminars Organised by DELNET 

As in the previous years, this year also DELNET organised several 
lectures, workshops, seminars, etc. apart from the NACLIN 98. On September 
10, 1998, in association with- Katha' an interactive workshop entitled 
v Libraries as Centres of Creativity: The Culture of Reading' was organised 
for the college and school teachers of Delhi. 
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Dr. Wendy White, Director, Division of International Organisations & 
Academy Corp., National Academy of Sciences, Washington D C , U.S.A. 
gave a lecture on Information Networks' on January 8,1999 at the Indian 
National Science Academy. 

A demonstration of "Dragon Speech Recognition Software' by Sudeep 
Dasbiswas of HCL Infosystems was organised in February 1999. 

DELNET also organised lectures on Sankhya Vahini: The Data Networkfor 
India by Dr. V.S. Arunachalam, Distinguished Services Professor and Dr. Raj 
Reddy, Dean, both from the Carnegie Mellon University, Baltimore, U.S.A., 
on March 16,1999. The programme was presided over by Dr. N. Seshagiri, 
Director-General, National Informatics Centre. 

On March 19,1999, the British Council and DELNET jointly organised 
a lecture on Multimedia in Libraries: Some Recent Developments and Solutions 
by Dr. Anthony Hugh Thompson, Managing Editor, Multimedia Information 
& Technology, U.K. Mr. P. Jayarajan, Library and Information Services 
Manager (India), the British Council, introduced the topic and Dr. N. 
Vijayaditya, Dy. Director-General, National Informatics Centre, presided 
over the programme. 

Staff 

DELNET introduced an evaluation system of its staff based on the 
personal assessment by the supervisor and the assessment of the Review 
Committee. 

On the recommendations of the Review Committee, the staff were given 
promotions and salary incentives. 

Mr. Rajesh Soni and Mr. Arun Moza who were appointed as Asst. 
Programmers earlier in the year, have been promoted as Programmers. Ms. 
Sangeeta Kaul is being promoted as Network Manager w.e.f. June 1999. 

Finances 

This year we have received Rs.4,45,000/- and $ 1000 as membership fee 
and Rs.1,45,000/- and $ 200 as admission fee. 

The National Informatics Centre sanctioned a sum of Rs. 11,13,200/-
for 1998-99 towards the third and final year grant for the three year project 
Upgradation of DELNET Facilities Phase-II, 1996-99. We have requested NIC 
to sanction an additional grant of Rs.3,89,800/- for this year on the project. 

We also received the sanction for Rs.30,00,000/- from the Department 
of Culture, Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of 
India, towards the project, National Bibligraphic Database Pilot Project. A sum 
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of Rs.10,00,000/- was received in April 1998 and the remaining amount is 
expected soon. 

DELNET's financial position, on the whole, is satisfactory. 

DELNFT Newsletter 

Two issues of the DELNET Newsletter published in June and December 
1998 were well received. As usual, the Newsletter has a wide circulation in 
India. 
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Appendix-A 

Break-up of Membership 

(A) Institutional Members 

1. All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
2. All India Management Association 
3. American Center Library (USIS) 
4. Asiatic Society, Calcutta 
5. Bhilai Institute of Technology, Durg (M.P.) 
6. British Council Division, British High Commission 
7. CEDUST, French Embassy 
8. Central Electricity Authority 
9. Central Road Research Institute 
10. Central Secretariat Library 
11. Centre for Development of Telematics 
12. Centre for Human Sciences, French Embassy 
13. Centre for Policy Research 
14. Centre for Research in Rural and Industrial Development, 

Chandigarh 
15. Centre for Women's Development Studies 
16. College of Naval Warfare, Mumbai 
17. College of Vocational Studies 
18. Council of Scientific and Industrial Research 
19. Dayal Singh Library Trust Society 
20. Defence Scientific Information and Documentation Centre 

(DESIDOC) 
21. Delhi College of Engineering 
22. Delhi Public Library 
23. Delhi University Library System 
24. Department of Electronics 
25. Devahuti Damodar Library of Indian Civilisation 
26. Ecole Francaise D'Extreme Orient, Pondicherry 
27. Erode Arts College, Erode, Tamil Nadu 
28. Faculty of Management Studies, Delhi University 
29. FORE School of Management 
30. Gulbarga University, Gulbarga 
31. The Hindu, Chennai 
32. Hindu College, Delhi University 
33. India International Centre 
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34. Indian Agricultural Research Institute 
35. Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
36. Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
37. Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla 
38. Indian Institute of Education, Pune 
39. Indian Institute of Forest Management, Bhopal 
40. Indian Institute of Mass Communication 
41. Indian Institute of Public Administration 
42. Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi 
43. Indian National Science Academy 
44. Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. 
45. Indianoil Institute of Petroleum Management, Gurgaon 
46. Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad 
47. Indian Society for Afro-Asian Studies 
48. Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts 
49. Indira Gandhi National Open University 
50. Institut Francais de Pondichery, Pondicherry 
51. Institute for Defence Studies and Analysis 
52. Institute for Integrated Learning in Management 
53. Institute of Economic Growth 
54. Institute of Management Technology, Ghaziabad 
55. International Institute of Tamil Studies, Chennai 
56. International Management Institute 
57. Jamia Millia Islamia 
58. Jawaharlal Nehru University 
59. Lady Shri Ram College 
60. Lai Bahadur Shastri Institute of Management 
61. Ministry of Rural Areas and Employment 
62. National Council of Educational Research and Training 
63. National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration 
64. National Institute of Health and Family Welfare 
65. National Institute of Immunology 
66. National Institute of Punjab Studies (Bhai Vir Singh Sahitya Sadan) 
67. National Institute of Science Communication (PID) 
68. National Medical Library 
69. National Physical Laboratory 
70. National Research Development Corporation 
71. National Social Science Documentation Centre (NASSDOC) 
72. National Council of Cement and Building Materials, Ballabhgarh, 

Haryana 
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73. National Institute of Financial Management, Faridabad 
74. Nehru Memorial Museum and Library 
75. Northern Institute for Integrated Learning in Management 
76. Planning Commission 
77. Power Finance Corporation Ltd. 
78. Press Trust of India 
79. Prime Minister's Office Library 
80. Punjabi University, Patiala 
81. Research and Information System for the Non-Aligned and Other 

Developing Countries (RIS) 
82. Russian Centre of Science and Culture, Russian Embassy 
83. Sahitya Akademi 
84. School of Planning and Architecture 
85. Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute 
86. Shri Ram College of Commerce 
87. Solid State Physics Laboratory 
88. Steel Authority of India Ltd. 
89. Tata Consultancy Services, Gurgaon 
90. University of Health Sciences, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh 
91. Vallababhai Patel Chest Institute 

(6) Associate Institutional Members 
1. All India Council for Technical Education 
2. Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd. 
3. Bureau of Industrial Costs and Prices 
4. CSIR Centre for Bio-Chemical Technology 
5. Delegation of the European Commission in India 
6. Delhi School of Business 
7. Dena Bank Institute of Information Technology, Mumbai 
8. Department of Personnel & Training, Ministry of Personnel, Public 

Grievances and Pensions 
9. DGMI Army Headquarters 
10. Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied Sciences 
11. Jaipuria Institute of Management, Lucknow 
12. National Open School 
13. Oxford University Press 

(C) Overseas Members 
1. Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD 
2. University of California, Berkeley, CA 
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Research Advisory Committee 

1. Dr. S. Varadarajan, Chairman 
2. Dr. H.K. Kaul 
3. Prof. T. Viswanathan 
4. Dr. S. Ramakrishnan 
5. Dr. N. Vijayaditya 
6. Mr. Henry Mendelsohn 
7. Prof. R. Satyanarayana 
8. Mr. P. Jayarajan 
9. Mr. R.K. Srivastava 

Standardisation Committee 

1. Dr. S.S. Murthy, Chairman 
2. Dr. H.K. Kaul 
3. Mr. S. Deshmukh 
4. Mrs. Neela Jagannathan 
5. Mr. S. Majumdar 
6. Dr. T.A.V. Murthy 
7. Mr. T. Viswanadham 

Admission Committee 

1. Dr. H.K. Kaul 
2. Dr. K.G. Tyagi 
3. Mrs. M. Vijayalakshmi 


