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has already made progress on various The DELNET Newsletter aims at
fronts,andthe publication ofanewsletter  providing a forum for communication
is a welcome move as it will help to  on the advances, achievements and
educate the participating librarians and  needs of libraries and their services. It
information scientists about library is hoped that DELNET Newsletter
networking, whichisanewphenomenon  would also be a means of informing
in this country. My good wishes to Shri  users and patrons of libraries of the
H. K. Kaul and other friends on this  activities in research in new systems
occasion. and in the enlargement of scope of
tasks. The Newsletter would also help
to connect DELNET with other similar
networks in India and promote a wider
working relationship. | send my best
wishes forall success forthe DELNET
Newsletter,

Dr. Karan Singh

President,
India International Centre

India International Centre houses
a modern library to cater to the needs
of our members and researchers. We
have been finding that our researchers
do not have access to knowledge that
is stored and scattered in various T
libraries and archives in the country. Dr. S. Varadarajan

To promote cooperation and President, DELNET
coordination among the libraries in DELNET established as a Society to

Delhi, we have been givingfullsupport  provide major modern information
to the formation of DELNET, which  exchange and network services has

was started as a project of the Centre.  made excellent progress thanks to the

assistance and co-operation extended Dr. S. K. Joshi
It is indeed heartening that by many organisations. The National Director-General, CSIR & Secretary, DSIR
DELNET is getting support from the  Information System for Science and | -~ h .
National Information System for  Technology (NISSAT)ofthe Department am glad to know that the Delhi

Science and Technology, DSIR and  of Scientific and Industrial Research, =o' Network (E‘EL”ET) Is
National Informatics Centre of the  Government of India has provided Pa mng to bring out a Newsletter.

Planning Commission. We are sure  financial supportandtechnical assistance ALibrary Network ina metropolitan
that DELNET, whichis now registered  for initiating activities. Through the city like Delhi with a number of leading
as a Society,will serve the users and  generosity of India International Centre,  governmental and non- governmental
seekers of knowledge onacontinuous  a focal point for housing facilities and  institutions, has become a necessity.
basis in the years to come. DELNET  coordination has been possible. Its cost effectiveness is obvious
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particularly because of huge price
increase of published literature. But
there are several users who may not
be aware of the dynamic nature of
DELNET services or cannot afford to
access it as and when they want. Itis
here that a Newsletter highlighting
significant current developments can
prove useful. | am sure the proposed
DELNET Newsletter will achieve this
purpose and prove effective and
popular.

My best wishes for its successful
launch.

T
SRR R i
Dr. N. Seshagiri

Special Secretary
Planning Commission & Director General
National Informatics Centre, New Delhi

| am glad to learn that DELNET is
starting the publication of the
Newsletter soon. In order to spread
the message of networking among
librariesitisimportantto communicate
to the librarians, information and
network specialists and communication
experts, periodically, the progress
DELNET is making in this direction.
The National Informatics Centre has
already offered to DELNET the
necessary assistance to augment its
infrastructural facilities. The DELNET
libraries are now being offered access
to NICMAIL and NIC databases. This
is being done to bring information
resources available with NIC closer to
users through the libraries in Delhi.
The Newsletter; | am sure, willpromote
a healthy dialogue between the users
and the DELNET.

Mr. N. Vittal
Chairman, Telecom Commission,
New Delhi

Dear Shri Kaul,

I am very happy to learn from your
letter of 15th July, 1993 that you are soon
starting the publication of DELNET
Newsletter. | am sure, the newsletter will

be of use to the librarians in Delhi and
library network specialists in India.

When Guttenberg invented the
printing press, it marked a quantum
leap in the technology of learning. The
computerperhaps represents asecond
similar leap. Computer networks are
today so vital for making optimum use
ofthe resourcesin libraries thatwe can
visualise the future, when the networks
become virtually an integral part of a
library as books. DELNET represents
the first step taken in Delhi for
networking in the library field. | am
sure the Newsletter will contribute
significantly in giving a boost to the
library movement using network
technology.

| wish the DELNET newsletter all
success. O

(

Directors of the Workshop
Prof. M A Gopinath
Director, DRTC

o

DELNET/DRTC
WORKSHOP ON LIBRARY NETWORK SERVICES
21-25 February 1994

Delhi Library Network (DELNET), New Delhi and the Documentation
Research and Training Centre (DRTC), Bangalore are organising a joint
workshop on the services that library networks in India can provide to
their users. The seminar is open to librarians, teachers of library science,
Information professionals and specialists managing or likely to manage
library networks in India. The workshop will be entirely service ori-
ented. Participants directly involved with offering services to users will
be preferred. Participation fee is Rs. 3000/-. Participants should make
their own arrangements for travel, boarding and lodging.

Participants should apply to Director, DELNET, 40 Max Mueller Marg,
New Delhi-110 003, latest by 20th January 1994.

Tel : 604648, 604485, 623616, 623217

~

Mr. H K Kaul
Director, DELNET

Tel : 4619325, 4619328
o

Delhi Library Network
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De’net: The Format,'ve Years Our activities began on various

fronts: training programmes for

H K Kaul* librarians in the use of CDS/ISIS

software, promotion of database

nthis presentday and age libraries Delhi Library Network (DELNET)as  Creation in libraries and the advise to

l cannot perform well without itbecameknowninthelatteryearsbegan  the libraries on the selection of the
cooperation among each otherfor  as a project of the India International ~ Nécessary hardware. Besides these

sharingoftheirresources. Thelibraries  Centre. In the beginning we were lucky ~ 9"0Wing  activities, ~ NISSAT
in Delhi had felt the need to come  to get the moral support for joining the ~ commissioned CMC Ltd. to undertake
the preparation of a Feasibility Study
Report of DELNET. The feasibility
study report was completed in 1990.
Thirty five libraries were includedin the
survey for the purpose of the report.
The efforts were later made to
implement it in various phases. 'O
Phase’ was added to it in order to
establish E-mail. Inthe feasibility report
it has been planned to incorporate the
following activities for DELNET:
.1 Acquisition and fund accounting
- Monitor funds
- Facilitate addition, deletionand
modification in orders placed.
- Minimise repetitive work of
bibliographic description of a

s

document.
: - Update library database when
DELNET work in progress decision regardingdisposal of
closer for quite some time. It wasin  network from nearly 20 heads of document/weeding out/
January 1988 that the India institutionswhohadbeenmanninglarge, change of location is taken.
International Centre organizedapanel  medium and small libraries in Delhi. - Generate reports on

discussion on the subject. The
librarians, computer experts,
information  specialists  and
administrators who participated in the
discussion unanimously decided to
establish a network of Delhi libraries.
The financial support for the network
was promised by Dr. A Lahiri, Director
of NISSAT. | was chosen as the
convener of this network.

For me it was indeed a
challenge but also a journey into a
fascinating world of library cooperation
and resource sharing through
automation and networking at a time
whenmostofus, the librariansin India,
were unfamiliar with the network
technology though we were familiar
with its uses.

o ‘ a
R DELNET work in progress
* Director, DELNET
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- Orders to suppliers.

-  Listof publishers and suppliers.

- Accessions.

- Listofbooksreceived as gratis.

- Reminders.

- Outstanding orders/bills.

- Facilitate on-line enquiry on
current/pre-orders research.

Processing and maintenance

- Update catalogue by matching
it with the holdings.

- Update union catalogue.

- Update availability of funds
when holdings are
permanently transferred to
other departments/centres.

- Maintain class index entries

for a specific field of
knowledge.

- Maintain subjectwise,
authorwise, titlewise
bibliographies.

- Provide the library

management with timely
summaries about the stage of
processing of newly acquired
holdings.

- Provide the list of latest
additions.

Serials control

- Update list of journals on
subscription

- Register new journals.

- Renew subscription.

- Generate reports on
reminders to vendors for non-
receipt of issue.

- List of latest additions.

Circulation

- Maintain information on
patrons.

- Ipsue/reservation records.

- Inter-library loan records.

-  Generate reports on
outstanding books.
outstanding requests.
overdue notices.

Facilitate on-line enquiry

regarding issue/reservation.

User service

- Current awareness.

- Queries on the holdings
available.

Acoordination Committee withDr. S
Varadarajan, former DG, CSIR, and
Secretary, DSIR as its Chairmanandlas
its Member-Secretary was constituted
by NISSAT in order to guide and assist
NISSAT and CMC Ltd. inthe preparation
of the report and the evaluation of its
findings. CMC Ltd. submitted its reportin
1990.

With the use of CDS/ISIS and with
the help of the team-experts the creation
of databases in libraries began on a
positive note. Among the experts the
name of Mr. Sunder Singh of NISSAT
comestomindas he guidedthe database
creation work in lIC library as a teacher
and guide. ltis hearteningto note thatby
now nearly thirteen lakh records are
available in machine-readable form in
Delhilibraries. The credit forthe creation
of all these records does not entirely go
to DELNET but DELNET has acted as a
catalytic agent and the results are quite
encouraging. We are hopeful that in the
years tocome DELNET database willbe
one of the major bibliographic databases
in India.

Database Status of the Libraries in Delhi

Institute Software/ Details of the
~ormat records created
1. BIS —_ 11.200 **
6,10,000 ***
2. CRRI CDS/SIS 500 **
3. CSIR CDSs/sIS 20,000 **
dbase Il
Own format
4 CSsL CDS/ISIS 2,000 **
MINIMISE
Own format
5. DESIDOC CDs/ISIS 35,000 *
CCF
6. DOE LIBSYS 5,500 *
450 _hw
7. DsT CDs/SIS 16,000 *
CCF
8. IARI CDs/IsIs 2,500 *
CCF
9. IDSA CDSASIS 500 *
CCF 1,000 **
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10. IGNCA dbase 50,000 *
LC-MARC
11. IGNOU CDS/ISIS 40,000 *
12, liC CDs/ISIS 13,000 *
CCF
13. IIMC CDS/ISIS 6,200 *
CCF 1,400 **
14. 1IPA CDS/ISIS 1,500 *
CCF 1,500 **
15. T CDS/ISIS 1,400 **
CCF
16. INSA Foxbase 1,100 ****
17. INSDOC — 50,000 *
18. JNU MINISIS 90,000 **
CDS/ISIS 30,000 *
CCF 6,000 ***
5'000 EEw
19. MDI CDS/ISIS 2,500 *
8,000 *
400 LA A ]
20. NASSDOC CDs/sIS 18,000 ****
dbase
CCF
21. NCAER MINISIS 25,000 *
22. NIEPA CDS/ISIS 15,000 *
CCF 5,000 **
23. NIHFW CDS/ISIS 5,000 ****
200 i
150 *
24. NI CcDs/IsIS 6,000 **
CCF
25. NIPS CDS/ISIS 3,000 *
CCF
26. NPL Foxbase 6,000 *
CDs/IsIS 2,500 ****
27. PC LIBSYS 1,35,000 *
CDS/ISIS
28. PID ——— 8,000 *
29. RTL CDS/IsIS 77,000 **
CCF 23,000 *
30. SSPL DELMS 6,000 *
CCF
31. TCS CDSs/ISIS 3,000 *
3'000 LA A LS
32. TERI CcDs/sIS 8,000 *
CCF 3,500 **
Total No. of records created 13,51,600
*  Monographs = 4,81,550
**  Periodical articles = 2,18,300
***  Standards = 6,10,000
****  Others = 41,450
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